Serial No. 10/018,125 
Group Art Unit: 3673 

Amendments to the Claims : 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A stabiliGation stabilization system for a section of a submarine 
elongate structure, comprising an end restraint at each end of the section of the elongate 
structure, each end restraint being adapted to be secured to the elongate structure to transfer axial . 
tension generated by a lateral movement of the elongate stmcture to the seabed or ground on 
which the end restraint is installed, each restraint comprising a pair of restraint faces spaced apart 
to define a gap through which the elongate structure can extend, each face being configured to 
control curvature of the elongate structure during lateral movement thereo f, each face providing 
for lateral movement of the elongate structure within the restraint . 

2. (Currently Amended) A stabihsation stabilization system according to claim 1 wherein at 
least one intermediate restraint is provided between the two end restraints for limiting lateral 
movement of the structure at the location of the intermediate restraint. 

3. (Currently Amended) A stabilisation stabilization system according to claim 1 wherein each 
restraint face is curved. 

4. (Currently Amended) A stabilisation stabilization system according to claim 1 wherein each 
restraint face comprises a continuous face. 

5. (Currently Amended) A stabilisation stabilization system according to claim 1 wherein each 
restraint face comprises a discontinuous face defined by a plurality of restraint zones disposed in 
the required configuration. 

6. (Currently Amended) A stabihsation stabilization system according to claim 5 wherein each 
restraint zone is defined by a restraint column adapted to be embedded in the seabed or ground. 
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7. (Currently Amended) A stabilisation stabilization system according to claim 6 wherein the 
columns are connected one to the other to provide an integral restraint structure. 

8. (Currently Amended) A stabilisation stabilization system for a section of a submarine 
elongate structure comprising an end restraint at each end of the section of the elongate structure 
and at least one intermediate restraint between the two end restraints, each end restraint being 
adapted to be secured to the elongate structure to transfer axial tension generated by lateral 
movement of the elongate structure to the seabed or ground on which the end restraint is 

. installed, each restraint comprising a pair of restraint faces spaced apart to define a gap through 
which the elongate structure can extend, each face being configured to control curvature of the 

' elongate structure diuing lateral movement thereo f, each face providing for lateral movement of 
the elongate structure within the restraint . 

9. (Currently Amended) A restraint device comprising a pair of restraint faces spaced apart to 
define a gap therebetween to receive a section of an elongate structure, each restraint face being 
configured to control curvature of the elongate structure during lateral deflection thereo f each 
restraint face providing for lateral movement of the elongate structure within the restraint . 

10. (Previously Presented) A restraint device according to claim 9 wherein each restraint face is 
curved. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) A restraint syst e m device according to claim 9 wherein each restraint 
face comprises a continuous face. 

12. (Previously Presented) A restraint device according to claim 9 wherein each restraint device 
comprises a discontinuous face defined by a plurality of restraint zones disposed in the required 

^ configuration. 

13. (Previously Presented) A restraint device according to claim 12 wherein each restraint zone 
is defined by a restraint colmnn adapted to be embedded in the seabed or groimd. 
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14. (Previously Presented) A restraint device according to claim 13 wherein the columns are 
connected one to the other to provide an integral restraint structure. 

15. (Currently Amended) A stabilisation stabilization system according to claim 8 wherein each 
end restraint further comprises a r e straint d e vic e , which compris e s a pair of r e straint fac e s spac e d 
apart to d e fin e a gap ther e b e tw ee n to r e c e iv e d a s e ction of an e longat e structure, each r e straint 
face b e ing configur e d to control curv^atur e of th e e longate structur e during lat e ral defl e ction 

• th e r e of, tog e ther with a collar structure adapted to be secured to the elongate structure and bear 
on the end restraint d e vic e to transfer axial loading thereto. 

16. (Cxirrently Amended) A method of stabilising stabilizing a submarine elongate structure 
comprising the steps of: anchoring two axially spaced apart sections of the elongate structure to 
the seabed or ground using end restraints, each restraint presenting two restraint faces on 
opposed sides of the elongate structure, each restraint face being of a configuration for limiting 
curvature of the elongate structure. 

17. (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 16 fiirther comprising the step of 
installing one or more intermediate restraints between the two end restraints. 

18. A method of stabiHsing stabilizing a submarine elongate structure comprising the steps of: 
anchoring two axially spaced apart sections of the elongate structure to the seabed or ground 
using end restraints, and installing one or more intermediate restraints between the two end 
restraints; each restraint presenting two restraint faces on opposed sides of the elongate structure, 
each restraint face being of a configuration for limiting curvature of the elongate structur e, each 
restraint face providing for lateral movement of the elongate structure within the restraint . 

19. (Canceled) 

20. (Canceled) 

21. (Canceled) 
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22. (New) A stabilization system for a section of a submarine elongate structure, the 
stabilization system comprising: a restraint for limiting the lateral movement of the elongate 
structure; the restraint comprising two restraint means laterally spaced apart so as to be arranged 
to allow the pipeline to extend therebetween; each of the restraint means being configured to 
allow lateral movement of the elongate structure proximate the restraint means, during which 
lateral movement the restraint means controls curvature of the elongate structure by impressing a 
curvature thereon. 

23. (New) A stabilization system as claimed in claim 19 wherein the curvature impressed by 
each of the restraint means is substantially the same for a given lateral movement of the elongate 
structure towards that restraint. 

24. (New) A stabiUzation system as claimed in claim 19 wherein each of the restraint means 
comprises a curved continuous restraint face. 

25. (New) A stabilization system as claimed in claim 19 wherein each of the restraint means 
comprises a pluraUty of restraint zones disposed so as to be spaced along the elongate structure. 

26. (New) A stabilization system as claimed in claun 22 wherein each restraint zone is defined 
by a restraint column arranged to extend fi-om the seabed or ground. 
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